ATLANTIC SEABOARD                         639
papers, in the ratio between its street railway mileage and its population, in the number of its people converted annually at religious revivals, and in the percentage of its lawyers sent to prison yearly for felony/*12
In Baltimore, one of the pleasantest cities in America and the seventh biggest, Mr, Mencken was my cicerone, together with several amiable doctors from Johns Hopkins. The first thing everybody notices, at least in the residential districts, are the solid rows of houses with white stone steps; of these "there are literally thousands, row on row. A marble quarry exists a few miles out of town, which makes marble the cheapest stone. Most of these houses are owned, if own is the proper term, through the extraordinary mechanism known as "ground rent"; the leases are unto perpetuity. Some of the street names have nice distinction, like Johnny-cake Road, Featherbed Lane, Rolling Road, and Cider Alley, and one street, Mr. Mencken assures me on his word of honor, has successively been known as Charles Street, Charles Street Avenue, Charles Street Avenue Extended, and was once called Charles Street Avenue Road. Also Baltimore, with its eighteenth century atmosphere, is the only city in America I know where one may see names in the phone book like Hurst, John of W., or Fisher, Frank of J. This is a survival from older and gentler days, when members of the squirearchy couldn't tell themselves apart except by identifying the father by initial.
To treat of .Maryland and Baltimore in these few words is of course absurd. Not since Minnesota have I so disliked having to say good-by to a community. But we have only dealt with thirty-two states so far, which means, after all these multitudinous pages, that there are still sixteen to go. We turn now to a great border state, Kentucky, and then to the broad bosom of the South.
12 These United States, Vol. I, p. 14